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MEET THE ARTIST FOR SOUQ DESIGNS 
  
I have always been intrigued by different cultures, ethnicities, customs, and tradi-
tions.    Having grown up in a small community in South Louisiana, whenever I 
had the means and opportunity to travel to far-a-way and mysterious places, I 
jumped at the chance! 
 
After leaving a lucrative professional career, it was time for reflection.  I realized 
that I was a walking carbon copy of everyone else.  Even my jewelry purchases 
were ordinary.  No matter how expensive or which designer’s name was affiliated 
with them, I had “cookie cutter” baubles.  Everyone had the same “look”, includ-
ing me, with no sense of individuality.  My memories of rummaging through exotic 
markets (souqs/souks) in foreign lands for fascinating wearable goodies came 
flooding through.   Shortly thereafter, I became a  sponge, learning as much as I 
could on the history of beads by attending seminars, speaking with historians and 
collectors, visiting with African traders, and reading a ton of materials. 
 
Capitalizing on this knowledge and the information I had picked  up on my previous travels, SOUQ (sook) DESIGNS was created to 
offer those ladies who wanted to break out of the mold and wear jewelry fashioned from ancient works of art but with a contempo-
rary flair. 
 
So here I am today, designing and creating jewelry which reflects my passion for cultural, traditional, spiritual, and historical worth.  
Incorporated into my designs are authentic beads and pendants from the “four corners of the world”, most of which have roots dat-
ing back to early civilizations.  They have endured traveling over several continents, over several decades, and even over centuries.  
At present, these beads are becoming highly sought after and quite collectible due to their scarcity.   Thousands are isolated in pri-
vate collections all over the map and many others are unavailable due to their being located in perilous parts of the globe. 
 
SOUQ DESIGNS offers adornments that have graced numerous owners of long ago.  It is my mission to share with you information 
of diverse people around the world and the important role beads and jewelry have played in their everyday lives and survival.  You 
now have the opportunity to become the most recent possessor of these pieces of  history. 
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This antique silver pendant was handcrafted in India and reflects the 
stylishness and designs that are common in Indian jewelry.  In addi-
tion to being over 100 years old, the shape of this pendant makes it 
even more exceptional.  Originally, it was probably strung on a deep 
red or orange cord and has now been restrung on multi-colored 
threaded cord. Length is approximately 18”. 
N1201-114  [$245.00] 



Although simple in style, this necklace has a unique antique 
pendant.  This beautiful and colorful handcrafted enameled 
pendant was made by an artisan of the Berbers, the name 
under which are included the various branches of the indige-
nous “Libyan” race of North African.  Since the dawn of his-
tory, the Berbers have occupied the tract between the Medi-
terranean and the Sahara from Egypt to the Atlantic.  Unlike 
the Arabs in larger towns, the Berbers maintain their love of 
dramatic jewelry executed in simple good taste.  Silver sym-
bolizes purity and honesty.  Craftsmen for centuries have car-
ried out the highly sophisticated techniques of filigree, enam-
eling, cloisonné  and niello, in designs reminiscent of medie-
val Europe.  Today, the Kabyle and a few other isolated and 
seemingly unconnected groups of Berbers in Tunisia and Mo-
rocco are the only craftsmen still practicing these sophisti-
cated enameling techniques.  Unlike the smiths in the cities, 
who are always under pressure to keep up with modern 
trends, the village smiths have continued to perfect their tra-
ditional skills rather than adopting the latest fashion for mak-
ing gold jewelry of gaudier design by less demanding meth-
ods.  Their love of naturally formed elements still prevails 
and is combined with the most refined techniques in a deli-
cate balance of the primitive and the sophisticated – the es-
sence of traditional Berber jewelry.  This pendant is strung 
on round green nephrite jade gemstones.  Sterling silver find-
ings and toggle clasp.  Length is 16”. 
N1201-112  [$195.00] 



This antique silver coin is from the Yun-Nan Province of China and 
was minted in 1908.  On the front side of the coin a dragon is de-
picted and on the other side are numerous Chinese symbols.  It has 
been set in a sterling silver coin bezel.  The Chinese New Year for 
2012 is the Year of the Dragon.  The Dragon gives happiness and 
success to all good and honest people.  The year is for great deeds, 
innovative ideas and big projects.  It is also favorable for the estab-
lishment of family.  The Year of the Dragon began on January 23, 
2012 and ends on February 9, 2013.  During this period, we should 
be bold and not humble.  This collectible coin is strung on black onyx 
gemstones.  Sterling silver findings and toggle clasp.  Length is 
16.75”. 
Item No. N1201-110  [$590.00]  

SOLD 



This is quite a substantial piece and reminds 
me of the color palette of Middle Eastern 
spices. Coral, especially red Mediterranean 
coral, was highly valued in West Africa.  
Since genuine coral was expensive and diffi-
cult to acquire, many coral imitations were 
made out of powdered glass in Africa.  
These particular “mock coral” beads were 
made by the Yoruba Tribe in southwest Ni-
geria.  Recycled glass has been crushed into 
a fine powder which is then poured into clay 
molds and fired in crude ovens.  Once fin-
ished, the beads are shaken out and then 
polished.  The mustard colored Vulcanite 
“heishe” discs are contemporary but instead 
of using rubber in the creating technique, 
modern day vinyl has been used.  The free-
form turquoise nugget is from the United 
States and the silver repousse’ bead is from 
Nepal.  Sterling silver findings and the hook 
and eye clasp is from Sri Lanka.  Length is 
19”. 
Item No. N1201-109  [$275.00] 



This necklace consists of three different shades of 
clay beads – putty, medium turquoise, and darker 
turquoise.  These irregular clay beads are from Af-
rica and are contemporary.  The handcrafted, high 
silver content round pendant is beautifully crafted 
and it is from India.  The design is based upon the 
“Seven Sisters of India”.  Due to the vastness of 
India, the Seven Sisters represent 7 states in 
northeast India that are relatively unexplored and 
isolated.  They are a medley of culture and tradi-
tions because it is a home to multiple tribes.  The 
Indian ways of living, the festivals and the food 
have all gained the popularity and adulation in the 
West but this part of India is still trying to find its 
niche and recognition.  Other Indians and outsiders 
are not able to easily gel with the people hailing 
from this part of the land.  Sterling silver findings 
and toggle clasp.  Length is 16.25” 
Item No. 1201-108  [$180.00] 



This necklace utilizes black Vulcanite discs dating to the early 
1900s.  Vulcanite is a hard, moldable rubber that has been formed 
by using natural rubber through a curing process which involves 
high heat and sulphur.  It was used during the Victorian period for 
mourning jewelry, combs, ornaments and buttons.  Queen Victoria 
was known to wear it in tribute to her deceased husband, Albert.  
Today, Vulcanite is popularly used in the form of “heishe” (slices) 
in the form of beads.  The oval-shaped beads are from Yemen and 
are  antique black coral with silver pinhead inlay.  They were part 
of a strand of mala or prayer beads used for reciting repetitions of 
prayers or chants called “mantras” and help facilitate ritualized 
meditation practice.  The antique Ethiopian Coptic (Christian) 
Cross is wonderfully handmade.  The cross is among the most 
visible symbols and evidence of Christianity in Ethiopia.  Most 
crosses are given at baptism and are worn as symbols of badges 
of their faith.  This particular old cross is  a silver alloy and dates 
to the early 1900s and was collected in Africa.  Sterling silver find-
ings and toggle clasp.  Length is 16”. 
Item No. N1201-107  [$295.00] 



These Red Interlocking Flower Glass Beads are from 
Bohemia (known as Czechoslovakia since 1918) dating 
back to the 1800s or the early 1900s.   They often are 
mistaken for woven beads but were actually molded 
using the Prosser technique which was invented by 
two Prosser brothers in 1840 and was the  first ma-
chine to accomplish an almost seamless and precise 
mold.  The Medicine Stick is from Ethiopia and is con-
temporary.  In the past, medicine sticks were used by 
the Shaman or spiritualist to keep someone from harm 
or evil spirits.  It is carved of cow bone and the five 
circles are a common symbol in Ethiopia in the Coptic 
(Christian) religion, reflecting the crucifixion of Christ.  
Sterling silver findings and toggle clasp.  Length is 
16.25”. 
Item No. N1201-106  [$135.00] 



A large antique handcrafted silver Afghanistan 
hollow bead is capped on the ends with 
twisted wire design. The multi-colored vinyl 
discs are contemporary and are reminiscent of 
the early rubber product called Vulcanite. Vul-
canite is a hard, moldable rubber that has 
been formed by using natural rubber through 
a curing process which involves high heat and 
sulphur.  It was used during the Victorian pe-
riod for mourning jewelry, combs, ornaments 
and buttons.  Queen Victoria was known to 
wear it in tribute to her deceased husband, 
Albert.  Today, Vulcanite is popularly used in 
the form of “heishe” (slices) in the form of 
beads.  Sterling silver findings and toggle 
clasp.  Length is 17”. 
Item No. N1201-105  [$135.00] 



The two layer green glass Whiteheart beads were 
probably made within the last 50 years in Africa typify-
ing the antique Whitehearts from Venice which were 
used as “Trade Beads” to Africa over 200 years ago.  
The focal point of the necklace consists of  the five old 
Yoni pendants from India.  They were handcrafted 
and hand-stamped in the 1920s from coin silver and 
the handcrafted open cage beads from the Middle 
East.  Sterling silver findings and toggle clasp.  Length 
is 16.5” 
Item No. N1201-104 [$285.00] 



This asymmetrical necklace has both a contempo-
rary and tribal look to it.  The clay beads were 
handmade in the Republic of Niger, Western Africa.  
They were created in crude molds, fired and then 
hand painted in lavender and white.  The organic 
white shell beads (either from the Conus shell or 
the giant African land snail) are from Mauritania.  
They were used by the locals as currency, as well 
as ornamentation, and have an ancient pedigree.  
Amethyst round gemstones, hammered metal discs 
and sterling silver clasp complete this piece.  
Length is 17.5” 
Item No. N1201-103  [$115.00] 



This large brass “No beginning and no end” pendant was 
handcrafted by the Baule’ Tribe from Cote d’ Ivoire using 
the Lost Wax Method of Casting.  This process involves 
sculpting or building a form in wax which is covered in 
several layers of clay to make a mold.  Molten metal is 
poured into the mold, melting the wax so it runs out 
through a hole which is left unplugged.  After the metal 
sets, becomes solidified and is cooled, the mold is broken 
and the piece is removed.   The orange glass beads are 
handmade by the Krobo Tribe of Ghana using fine pow-
dered recycled glass.  The glass is then poured into clay 
molds and put into crude ovens and fired.  This technique 
dates back some 1,000 years ago; however, these Krobo 
beads have been made within the last 25 years.  Brass 
granulated beads from the Yoruba Tribe in Africa and 
contemporary Hamsa hook and eye clasp completes this 
design. Length is 16.25”. 
Item No. N1201-102  [$130.00] 



This is one of the most delicate necklaces I have ever cre-
ated because of the unusually small size and color of the 
Whitehearts (pomegranate) and Amulet.  The whiteheart 
style bead was invented around 1480.  They are a double 
layer bead which was drawn from two canes of glass by 
hand.  Initially, the beads were primarily red glass using 
actual gold so the bead makers had to use it sparingly.  Be-
cause of the gold being used in the outer layer to achieve 
the red color, they were forced to use a cheaper color to 
create the core.  Green was used (Green Hearts) as the 
core from 1480 until 1830 and in 1830, it was switched 
from green to either yellow or white.  Around 1860, the yel-
low was dropped from the core and only white was being 
used, hence the name “White Hearts.”   They were hand-
made in Venice, circa late 1800s, and were collected in Af-
rica.  The protective Amulet, which was handcrafted in In-
dia in the early 1900s, is also quite unique because of its 
size. Sterling silver clasp and findings.  Length is 16.5”. 
Item No. N1201-101  [$130.00] 



The stone industry of western India has provided the bulk of 
Carnelians to the world market well over 5,000 years ago.  It 
is believed that this gemstone  could calm a bad temper and 
still the blood.  These particular Carnelian tubes were eventu-
ally traded to Africa and are possibly quite old because of the 
indentations in the stones.  The centerpiece of the necklace 
is the Tuareg “Tcherot”.  It is worn by Tuareg men and 
women.  The Tuareg are predominately nomadic in the Sa-
hara and are often referred to as “Blue Men of the Desert” 
because their robes are dyed indigo blue.  They are a proud 
race of people, famous for their fighting abilities and excel-
lent craftsmen for their indigo cloth, gold and silver jewelry, 
and carved wooden masks.  The Tcherot design is generally 
square or rectangular and protects the wearer from adverse 
influences.  It is also believed the Tcherot may act as a navi-
gational guide with the constellations in the desert night and 
essential to survival.  The large Turquoise discs are natural 
and have not been dyed or stabilized.  The old metal bicone 
bead is from Africa.  Sterling silver toggle clasp.  Length is 
18”. 
Item No. N1112-119  [$250.00] 



The emphasis on this necklace is the handmade Coptic (Christian) 
Cross from Ethiopia.  The cross is among the most visible symbols 
and evidence of Christianity in Ethiopia.  As a central religious motif, 
the cross was made as a single piece or associated with other visi-
ble arts.  The designs are usually very elaborate and sophisticated 
that it is difficult to find the actual “cross” design.  However, this 
plain cross still reflects the richness and heart of the Ethiopian peo-
ple.  It dates back to the 1800s and was collected in Ethiopia.  De-
signs vary because of the different regions.  They are generally 
named after towns or provinces where they are made.  For more 
than 1,600 years, Ethiopians have worn neck crosses.  Most often 
they are given at baptism and are worn as symbols  or badges of 
their faith.  The colorful Vulcanite thin discs were manufactured 
from natural rubber and exported to West African countries by 
European industries in the late 1800s.  The old fluted and cage 
metal beads are from the Middle East.  Sterling silver toggle clasp.  
Length is 19”. 
Item No. N1112-118  [$370.00] 



If you are an admirer of Asian artifacts, then this piece is designed 
for you.  It may appear to be simple, but it is quite the statement 
maker.  This necklace is comprised of beautiful green Nephrite Jade 
round gemstones.  The pendant is a handcrafted  antique silver Chi-
nese Needle Case with very fine details of flowers from the Q’ing 
Dynasty (1644 – 1911) and it is original.    Sewing needles were 
rare and were considered valuable tools.  Metal cases were specifi-
cally designed to protect and safeguard them.  The needle holder 
would hang from either a belt or sash or even a button on a 
woman’s dress as she sewed a garment or a piece of embroidery.  
The case would open from the bottom by a pull, such as the at-
tached frog.  Because of its long-term use, the bottom part of the 
cylinder was loose and I did not want to take the chance of it slip-
ping out so I added a drop of jewelry glue to keep it in place.  
These 100+ year old needle cases are extremely hard to obtain and 
so desirable that they rarely come on the market.   Its condition is 
excellent and is quite a find!  Sterling silver toggle clasp. Length for 
the necklace is 17.75” and the needle case and frog pull is 4.25”. 
Item No. N1112-117  [$630.00]  

SOLD 



Black and White and Red all over can describe this neck-
lace.  The red glass cylinders are from Bohemia (known 
as Czechoslovakia since 1918) and were made in the late 
1800s or early 1900s.  They were traded to Africa for dif-
ferent commodities and goods not readily available in 
Central Europe at that time.   Black and White Clay Spin-
dle Whorls accent this brightly colored necklace.  Dating 
back to 1,000 B.C., spindle whorls were made of clay or 
stone and were used originally as weights for traditional 
cotton spinning.  The original patterns on spindle whorls 
are still visible on many of these beads despite their pre-
vious long-term usage.  These spindle whorls  and the 
black and white clay barrel beads are handmade in Mali, 
Africa and are contemporary.  Sterling silver toggle clasp.  
Length is 19.5”. 
Item No. N1112-115  [$235.00] 



One does not need to be a Buddhist to appreciate the beauty and 
the positive  meaning of this necklace.  Buddha (also known as the 
“Enlightened One”) was a spiritual leader in India whose teachings 
to humans that were so overpowered by greed, ignorance, and ha-
tred to follow a path of moderation of extreme self-indulgence and 
other self-afflictions.   Quan Yin, female goddess of compassion and 
mercy, through great love and sacrifice in life, had earned the right 
to enter Paradise.  Standing before the gates of Paradise, she heard 
a cry of anguish from the Earth below.  Turning back to Earth, she 
renounced her reward of eternal bliss to find immortality in the 
hearts of the suffering.  This asymmetrical necklace has 1 silver 
Buddha, 1 ivory resin Quan Yin, and 1 oxblood resin Buddha with 
clear Rock Quartz Crystal nuggets and silver saucer beads from 
Thailand.  Sterling silver toggle clasp.  Length is 19.25”. 
Item No. N1112-114  [$250.00]  

SOLD 



Over 30 old brass Lotus Flower Bells from India 
make up the center of this necklace.  The green-
ish/blue Turquoise round beads are from America, 
hand-cut Ostrich Eggshell discs from Africa and old 
bronze beads from Nigeria complete this necklace.  
Brass plated toggle clasp.  Length is 17”. 
Item No. N1112-113  [$285.00] 



We are really going back in time with the creation of this fabulous 
necklace.  The eye-catching pendant is a “Hamsa”, which is a palm-
shaped amulet popular in the Middle East, North Africa, and Christian 
countries.  Depicting the open right hand, an image recognized and 
used as a sign of protection in many societies throughout history, the 
Hamsa provides superstitious defense against the evil eye.  It is also 
known as “the Hand of Fatima (in commemoration of Muhammad’s 
daughter)”, “the Hand of Mary (mother of Jesus)”, and “the Hand of 
Miriam (sister of Moses)” in the Jewish religion.  This particular 
“Hamsa” was handcrafted at the beginning of the 20th Century by a 
North African artisan using a heavy silver content.  The lovely yellow 
glass oval beads were made in Bohemia (known as Czechoslovakia 
since 1918) in the late 1800s or early 1900s and are nicknamed 
“pigeon eggs”.   Dark brown Coconut Shell discs from Africa and sil-
ver decorative beads from Thailand were used to finish the piece.  
Sterling silver “hamsa” clasp.  Length is 17.5”. 
Item No. N1112-112  [$675.00]  

SOLD 



This necklace was designed for the woman who loves 
“chunky”.  There are five strands of “batik bone” beads 
from Africa to give it that true exotic feel.  In place of a 
pendant, nine strands or rings  of blue American tur-
quoise rondelles have been added.  Sterling silver cones 
and hook and eye clasp from Sri Lanka.  Length is 18”. 
Item No. N1112-111 [$345.00] 



The focus of this striking necklace is the Lapis Lazuli tumbled nug-
get gemstones from Afghanistan and a large silver decorative pen-
dant from Burma.  The dark intense blue of Lapis Lazuli has made 
it a desirable gemstone since Egyptian history.  These particular 
nuggets are old and come  from the mines located in Northeastern 
Afghanistan which have been worked for more than 6,000 years.  
To complete the exotic look of this piece, a beautiful handcrafted 
silver pendant featuring a Palace Dog and coral from the country 
of Burma is prominently placed.  This antique pendant was appar-
ently owned by a wealthy individual.   Burma is located in south-
east Asia and has been home to early civilizations since the 9th 
Century.  From 1962 until 2011, the country has been ruled by the 
military and in the process, it has become one of the least devel-
oped nations in the world.  In 1989, the military even changed the 
name of the country to Myanmar.  However, in 2011, a civilian 
government has been installed.   Sterling silver toggle clasp.  
Length is 17.75”. 
Item No. N1112-110  [$695.00]  

SOLD 



Vintage early 1900’s Silver Amulet Charms from India featur-
ing four Hindu Goddesses and one of the “Seven Sisters”.  
The Seven Sisters of India represent the seven relatively un-
explored and isolated States of India which for many, many 
years were closed to foreigners.  The matte dark eggplant 
powdered glass beads are from Africa, the orange glass 
beads from Tanzania and the silver tubes are from Thailand.  
Sterling silver toggle clasp.  Length is 16.5”. 
Item No. N1112-107 [$310.00]  

SOLD 



Beautiful natural blue Turquoise heishe beads from 
the mines in Arizona, featuring a highly collectible 
gemstone focal pendant.  Often known as “fairy 
stones or fairy crosses”, Staurolite intrigues collec-
tors because it naturally occurs in the shape of a 
cross.  This stone has not been faceted and is very 
rare.  For centuries, it has been prized as a good 
luck talisman and worn as an amulet to protect 
against evil, injury, disease, or negative forces.  
Sterling silver toggle clasp.  Length is 16.5”. 
Item No. N1112-106  [$225.00]  

SOLD 



This ancient, 4th Century A.D. Roman Coin is the likeness of 
Constantine Augustus.  He was the first Roman Emperor who 
converted to Christianity.  Unlike modern coins that have mil-
lions of strikes by machinery, one will rarely see two identical 
ancient coins.  Each ancient coin was struck by hand and this 
particular coin was holed in antiquity and likely worn as a tal-
isman as a magical charm or to avert evil and bring good for-
tune.  It is strung on Black Coral small tubes with Nigerian 
metal rings.  Sterling silver toggle clasp.  Length is 16.5”. 
Item No. N1112-105  [$195.00] 



Rare “Old Mediterranean” coral adorns this unobtrusive necklace.  Precious red 
coral grows best in the Mediterranean Sea and it has been a favorite bead ma-
terial since Egyptian times, with India being the greatest single customer of 
Mediterranean coral for over 2,000 years.   Since it has been fished for thou-
sand of years and the reefs have nearly been depleted, Mediterranean coral is 
the most sought after coral and is sold by the gram, such as precious metals.  
Mediterranean coral is not dyed, unlike most coral sold today and restrictions 
have been in place since 1996.  The focal point of this necklace is an antique 
Amulet from Afghanistan.  It is made of coin silver, turquoise beads and serves 
as a protection against evil, injury, disease, bad luck or negative forces.  Old 
coin silver metal beads included and Sterling silver toggle clasp.  Length is 16”. 
Item No. N1112-104 [$195.00] 



This contemporary bronze Ethiopian Coptic (Christian)  Cross pendant 
is enhanced by hand-cut and hand-faceted Rubies from India and 
Bluish/Grey Clay “Dig” or “Tomb” beads from Egypt.   Small clay ron-
delles were often found in or near burial grounds or tombs in ancient 
Egypt;  however, because of the good condition of these small clay 
rings, it is quite possible that they were handmade within the last 
century.  Very delicate and lovely necklace.  Vermeil toggle clasp and 
gold-filled findings from Thailand.  Length is 16”. 
Item No. N1112-103  [$145.00] 



Green Interlocking Flower Glass Beads from Bohemia (known 
as Czechoslovakia since 1918) dating back to the late 1800s or 
early 1900s.  An antique handcrafted Berber amulet from Mo-
rocco is the focal piece of this necklace.  The Berbers include 
various branches of indigenous “Libyan” races of North Africa 
and for centuries their craftsmen have carried out highly so-
phisticated techniques of enameling in designs reminiscent of 
Medieval Europe.  Today, only a few isolated groups in villages 
of Tunisia and Morocco are the only craftsman still practicing 
their traditional skills instead of adopting the less demanding 
methods by smiths in the cities.  Amulets are worn as protec-
tion against evil, injury, disease, bad luck or negative forces 
and date back to early man and are very common to several 
religions.  Sterling silver clasp and beads from Thailand.  
Length is 16”. 
Item No. N1112-102  [$255.00] 



These  Vulcanite thin discs  were manufactured from natural 
rubber and exported to West African countries by European 
industries during the late 1800s.  Vulcanite discs are very 
popular with certain African tribes such as the Mossi of north-
ern Ghana and central Burkina Faso.  The “brown” color of 
these discs makes them rare and quite sought after.  The Vul-
canite discs complement the five “Rough Natural Diamonds” 
collected in South Africa.  The smoothness of the Vulcanite and 
the coarseness of the Diamonds make a beautiful juxtaposition 
and a necklace that exhibits the Earth’s own exquisite natural 
“bling.”  Sterling silver clasp and findings.  Length is 16.25”. 
Item No. N1112-101 [$495.00] 
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These old coin silver  earrings were created by a Berber 
craftsman more than 75  years ago. They could have been 
worn as part of a necklace, amulet or talisman, or even a 
hair adornment.  The Berber people include various 
branches of indigenous “Libyan” races of North Africa and 
for centuries their craftsmen have carried out highly sophis-
ticated techniques of enameling in designs reminiscent of 
Medieval Europe.  Today, only a few isolated groups in vil-
lages of Tunisia and Morocco are the only craftsmen still 
practicing their traditional skills instead of adopting the less 
demanding methods by smiths in the cities.   Although they 
appear to be quite heavy due to their shape and size, they 
really are not.  Sterling silver earwires.  Length is 1.5” 
EE 1112-108  [$55.00] 



To find a pair of old Tuareg earrings that don’t weigh a ton 
and are in good condition is quite a coup.  The Tuareg are a 
very proud people and live a nomadic life in the Sahara De-
sert.  They are often referred to as the “Blue Men of the De-
sert” because their robes are dyed indigo blue.  They are also 
famous for their fighting abilities and excellent craftsmen for 
their indigo cloth,  silver jewelry, carved masks and salt cara-
vans.   Tuareg jewelry is very distinctive and can be spotted a 
mile away due to its geometric designs. Historians and schol-
ars believe these geometric designs have been used as navi-
gational tools in the Northern Sahara for centuries.  Old Tu-
areg and Bedouin pieces are extremely hard to come by.   
When a woman is married, she is given certain pieces of jew-
elry.  Tradition has it that if she outlives her husband, her 
jewelry is melted down and new pieces are created to be 
given to another new bride.  When her death occurs, the 
same tradition of melting down her jewelry is carried out.   
Within the last couple of decades,  the  African governments 
of Mali and Niger have been trying to rule the Tuareg and 
eliminate their traditions and customs, especially their camel 
caravans.  However, the Tuareg have been resisting and con-
tinue to struggle for their independence.  Many young Tuareg 
have migrated to the cities in search of comfort and modern 
technology.  They are even creating contemporary  Tuareg 
jewelry and exporting it to the United States and Europe but 
it lacks the character of the antique pieces.  I did cut the old 
earwires off of these earrings because they were too thick for 
most earlobes and added sterling silver earwires.  Length is 
almost 2”. 
EE 1112-107   [$175.00] 



Ancient, rare, and even modern coins have al-
ways made an interesting pair of earrings.  High-
end accessory designers have been incorporating 
them into their lines for quite a while  but primar-
ily using gold coins.   However, most of them can 
be heavy and uncomfortable to wear.  While 
these coins are not gold and not heavy,  they are 
hundreds of years old and are Spanish 2 Reale 
coins.  One was minted in 1773 and the other in 
1776.  They were holed many years ago, perhaps 
for a necklace.  There are Spanish markings on 
both sides of the coins.  Authentic pieces of 
Spanish history dangling from your ears!  Sterling 
silver earwires.  Length is close to 1.5”. 
EE 1112-106  [$135.00] 



Earrings are a hugely popular item in Mexico with 
most women of all ages wearing them.  These exqui-
site silver earrings were made in a studio in Oaxaco, 
honoring  the same traditions brought by the Span-
iards hundreds of years ago.  These handcrafted, la-
bor-intensive earrings feature an emerald-cut, faceted 
blue glass stone which resembles sapphire and a peri-
dot glass stone set within a group of leaves.  Symbols 
play a very important role in Mexico, beginning with 
the Aztecs.  Leaves of trees indigenous to Oaxaco may 
be religious symbols of faith and endurance or strong 
and lasting friendship.  The earring hoops have a little 
lock in the back to keep them from falling from the 
earlobes.  The sterling silver mark is also on the back 
of each earring.  Length is little over an 1”. 
EE 1112-105  [$215.00] 



Earrings are a hugely popular item in Mexico with 
most women of all ages wearing them.  These exqui-
site silver earrings were made in a studio in Oaxaco, 
honoring  the same traditions brought by the Span-
iards hundreds of years ago.  These handcrafted, 
labor-intensive earrings feature an emerald-cut, fac-
eted green glass stone which resembles peridot and 
a golden topaz glass stone set within a group of 
leaves.  Symbols play a very important role in Mex-
ico, beginning with the Aztecs.  Leaves of trees in-
digenous  to Oaxaco may be religious symbols of 
faith and endurance or strong and lasting friendship.  
The earring hoops have a little lock in the back to 
keep them from falling from the earlobes.   The ster-
ling silver mark is also on the back of each earring.  
Length is little over an 1”. 
EE 1112 – 104  [$215.00] 



Earrings are a hugely popular item in Mexico with 
most women of all ages wearing them.  These ex-
quisite silver earrings were made in a studio in 
Oaxaco, honoring the same traditions brought by 
the Spaniards hundreds of years ago.  These hand-
crafted,  labor-intensive earrings feature an emer-
ald-cut,  faceted blue glass stone which resembles  
sapphire and a pair of sterling silver birds.  Sym-
bols play a very important role in Mexico, begin-
ning with the Aztecs.  Birds are symbolic of free-
dom.  The earring hoops have a little lock in the 
back to keep them from falling from the earlobes.  
The sterling silver mark is also on the back of each 
earring.  Length is little over an 1”. 
EE 1112 – 103  [$215.00] 



For a lady who likes a long earring and the color of 
butterscotch, these earrings will certainly accom-
modate.   These earrings have recently been made 
from copal (a resin which resembles amber) with 
silver caps and long tubes.   Very lightweight and 
can be worn casually or otherwise.  Although these 
earrings are not antique or very old, they were 
crafted by a Tibetan craftsman.  Some of the more 
modern-made pieces I purchase from Tibet come 
from a Tibetan family who now resides in the U.S.  
They have relatives that are refugees in Nepal, as 
well as Tibet.  It is a women-owned business which 
not only employs many relatives in the U.S. but 
also provides jobs for more than 90 Tibetan refu-
gees in Nepal.  This is not meant to be a political 
statement but more as a humanitarian voice.   I 
think it is in our nature to help those less fortunate 
than ourselves, especially those who are living un-
der  a military-ruled neighboring country who 
claims Tibet as its own.  I will continue to purchase 
newly created  Tibetan pieces and pass them along 
to you at a low cost in order to support Free Tibet.  
Sterling silver earwires.  Length is 2”. 
EE 1112-102  [$75.00] 



These antique Afghani earrings were probably once 
part of a necklace, belt or bracelet.  The artisan who 
created these works of art used a very high quality 
silver and took great pride in detailed work, as noted 
in the beaded trim and bezel-set oval piece of red 
glass (resembling carnelian) in the center.  These ear-
rings were collected in Afghanistan over 75 years ago 
and are such a classic design, they can be worn with 
any outfit.  Converted with sterling silver posts and 
plastic earbacks.  Length is 1.5” and width is 1”. 
EE 1112-101 [$115.00] 
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This vintage (early to mid-1900s) bangle has been 
painstakingly handcrafted in Kathmandu, Nepal by 
using the ancient “Repousse’ Method”.  Using rudi-
mentary or simple tools, the craftsman traces the 
designs on the front or back of a sheet of high 
quality silver.  He then raises a relief by pushing 
from the back of the silver using different punches 
and finally working the intricate details of the relief 
from the front.  Each relief scene in silver is applied 
to Yak bone by using pitch or resin (a thick, sticky 
substance produced by plants or petroleum).  All of 
the talismanic animal and botanical scenes are ex-
quisite, especially the “endless knot”.  The sym-
metrical knots tie into themselves, without begin-
ning or end.  The “endless knot” is a universal 
symbol of the eternity of life, nature, and love.  
Worn singularly or stacked, this bangle will inject 
more than a hint of the exotic to your look.  The 
inner circumference of the bangle is 7.75” and the 
width of the bangle is 1.5”. 
EB 1112-104  [$300.00]  

SOLD 



This vintage (early to mid-1900s) bangle has been 
painstakingly handcrafted in Kathmandu, Nepal by 
using the ancient “Repousse’ Method”.  Using rudi-
mentary or simple tools, the craftsman traces the 
designs on the front or back of a sheet of high qual-
ity silver.  He then raises a relief by pushing from the 
back of the silver using different punches and finally 
working the intricate details of the relief from the 
front.  Each relief scene in silver is applied to Yak 
bone by using pitch or resin (a thick, sticky sub-
stance produced by plants or petroleum).  All of the 
talismanic animal and botanical scenes are exquisite, 
especially the “endless knot”.  The symmetrical knots 
tie into themselves, without beginning or end.  The 
“endless knot” is a universal symbol of the eternity 
of life, nature, and love.  Worn singularly or stacked, 
this bangle will inject more than a hint of the exotic 
to your look.  The inner circumference of the bangle 
is 7.5” and the width of the bangle is 1.5”. 
EB 1112-103 [$300.00] 



This vintage (early to mid-1900s) bangle has been 
painstakingly handcrafted in Kathmandu, Nepal by 
using the ancient “Repousse’ Method”.  Using rudi-
mentary or simple tools, the craftsman traces the 
designs on the front or back of a sheet of high qual-
ity silver.  He then raises a relief by pushing from the 
back of the silver using different punches and finally 
working the intricate details of the relief from the 
front.  Each relief scene in silver is applied to Yak 
bone by using pitch or resin (a thick, sticky sub-
stance produced by plants or petroleum).  All of the 
talismanic animal and botanical scenes are exquisite, 
especially the “endless knot”.   The symmetrical 
knots tie into themselves, without beginning or end.  
The “endless knot” is a universal symbol of the eter-
nity of life, nature and love.  Worn singularly or 
stacked, this bangle will inject more than a hint of 
the exotic to your look.  The inner circumference of 
the bangle is 7.5” and the width of the bangle is 
1.25”. 
EB 1112-102 [$250.00] 



This vintage (early to mid-1900s) bangle has been 
painstakingly handcrafted in Kathmandu, Nepal by 
using the ancient “ Repousse’ Method”.   Using rudi-
mentary or simple tools, the craftsman traces the 
designs on the front or back of a sheet of high qual-
ity silver.  He then raises a relief by pushing from the 
back of the silver using different punches and finally 
working the intricate details of the relief from the 
front.  Each relief scene in silver is applied to dyed 
Yak bone by using pitch or resin (a thick, sticky sub-
stance produced by plants or petroleum) which acts 
as an adhesive.   All of the scenes on this bangle are 
exquisite, especially the Dragon which symbolizes 
strength, courage, wisdom and good energy in many 
Asian cultures.  Worn singularly or stacked, this ban-
gle will inject more than a hint of the exotic to your 
look.  The inner circumference of the bangle is 7.5” 
and the width of the bangle is 1.25”. 
EB 1112-101 [$250.00] 


